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The Catskill Park

We have wonderful outdoor resources 
that span multiple towns 

Access to City and State Lands
Fishing and hunting licenses, hiking maps and other information 
on the Catskill Park as well as other state-owned lands in the area 
can be obtained online from the New York State Department of 
Conservation at: www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/publands/cats

Access to city-owned watershed lands requires a permit. There is 
one access permit for hiking and fishing, but additional permits 
are required for hunting tags or rowboat access for fishing on 
reservoir waters. All these can be obtained online. Visit www.
nyc.gov/watershedrecreation for more information.

Catskill Scenic Rail Trail
www.catskillscenictrail.org
Nineteen miles of flat, easy to hike, bike, jog, ski or stroll trail on the 
former Delaware & Ulster rail bed. The trail runs from Bloomville, 
along County Highway 10 and the west branch of the Delaware River 
to Stamford, where it turns to follow State Highway 23 to Grand 
Gorge, and then onto the east branch of the Delaware River and State 
Highway 30, where it ends just before the village of Roxbury. Young 
and the young-at-heart will find this an easy trek through some of the 
most beautiful countryside in New York. The hard-packed surface is 
suitable for horses as well. Winter fun is subject to natural snow.

It is important to understand that, unlike most parks in 
the United States, the Catskill Park is not one single, 
contiguous block of protected land. When we speak of 

the Catskill Park, we are referring to the overall land area 
containing both public and private land of approximately 
287,000 acres. We call this “inside the Blue Line,” which is 
the designated boundary of the Park. When we speak of 
the Catskill Forest Preserve, we are referring specifically to 
the public, state-owned lands that are “Forever Wild.”

It is the overall mix of land uses that is the hallmark of 
the Catskill Park and key to the unique attractiveness 
of the western Catskills. Here, there are no gated park 
entrances; no toll booths for collecting fees and handing 
out park information. Access is made from meandering 

roadside parking areas leading to the trails and lakes. 
Visitors looking to experience the great outdoors should 
come with their research done and maps in hand or 
on the advice of a knowledgeable lodging host.

What visitors find entrancing and unexpected is not just the 
beauty of pristine spruce-fir summits, rugged rock outcrops, 
vast forest tracts, hidden lakes, boulder-studded trout 
streams, and graceful waterfalls, but how they are mixed 
with open hay meadows and dairy pastures, magnificent 
reservoirs, secluded homes in quiet hollows, undulating 
railroads, old barns and stone walls alluding to our agrarian 
past, and bustling, colorful Main Streets. All these things 
together give the western Catskills its charm and identity.
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A project of

Watershed Agricultural Council
www.nycwatershed.org

The WAC is funded by The New York City Department of Environmental
Protection and other federal, private and foundation sources.

The Watershed Agricultural Council is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.
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