
Reservoir Ramble
for a unique Catskill journey, 
drive our western trail for that river runs through it experience.

Colchester, Deposit, Downsville, East Branch, Hamden, Hancock, Shinhopple, Sidney, 
Walton and the Delaware River - west branch; Pepacton & Cannonsville Reservoirs

  Green text below indicates shortcuts or alternate roads.

Keep your eyes open for bald eagles, wild turkey, yard sales and corner stores on this 
loveliest of drives through the watershed.

Start your day in Deposit at one of the great resorts or camping in nearby Bear Spring State 
Park or Oquaga State Park.  For a faster drive with spectacular river valley vistas you can get 
onto State Highway 17 in Deposit and take it to Hancock. If youõre feeling like a leisurely drive, 
make your way to Front Street marked with the Route 17 Bike Route. Across from the NBT 
bank take Mill Street out of town towards Oquaga Lake. Take the þrst left after you cross 
Route 17 ð about a quarter mile. You are now on River Road or Broome 249. Follow this south 
making a left on Sherman Creek Road (signs for Broome 4 and the West Branch Angler are 
there), just past the Hale Eddy Cemetery.  Go about one mile down the road youõll see the 
unmarked Hale Eddy Bridge on your left, but stay straight ð this is a dir\t road called Faulkner 
Road. This will soon turn into York Road. Travel about 5 miles to Balls Eddy where you can stop 
and walk to the West Branch of the Delaware River.  Further on this becomes paved and is 
called Winterdale Road. Make a left to go into Hancock via Route 191.  On the eastern side of 
town take Old Route 17 out of town driving along the East Branch of the Delaware River ð but 
youõre on your own here.  We recommend you jump onto 17 to exit 90 putting your on Route 
30 which starts you off in East Branch.  On Route 30 you will drive along the river through 
Shinhopple, arriving in Downsville at the western tip of the Pepacton Reservoir.  As you leave 
town on the eastern edge you will take the bridge across the end of the Pepacton Reservoir 
and onto Route 206/Route 30. This is a beautiful drive, with twists and turns that hug the 
waters edge.  After about 15 miles you will come to a bridge that crosses the Reservoir.  Go 
across the bridge and make a left just after it ends.  Your þrst left as you exit the reservoir area 
will be onto Shaver Hollow Road. This runs up and over the mountain from this þnger of the 
reservoir to the next and on into Downsville for a complete loop of the Pepacton.  Or donõt 
make the left and stay on this road, also called the Tremperskill Road/County Route 1 which 
takes you into the town of Andes.  At the end of the road is a fork. If you veer left and out of 
town you will be on County Route 2 which will take you into Delancey and Route 10.  Or stop 
in Andes by making the right which puts you on Route 28 east and our Ins & Outs trail.   As you 
approach Downsville you have two choices, you can wander up Route 26 arriving at Route 10 
just west of Hamden.  Stop and stretch your legs at the hiking trail and look for the bald eagles 
that have recently moved into the valley.  Or take Route 206 to Walton which will shorten your 
drive a little. Either way you go west on Route 10 to Walton.  As you drive through Walton at 
the western end of town stay on Route 10 West by veering left.  If you go right you can drive 
up Route 206 through Masonville and on to Sidney.  Drive back down to Deposit on Route 8 
which has exits for the Oquaga Creek State Park.  Route 10 takes you along the west branch of 
the Delaware River and Cannonsville Reservoir. You can take a shortcut to Hancock by taking 
Route 268 or Apex Road at the start of the Reservoir.

Around every bend in the road, something new.
For timely events, visit www.delawarecounty.org
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